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MOTTO

“I see people hate me. I see people talking about me behind my back. I saw people
plotting my destruction. And I saw everything they do, just to hate me.

After that, [ took off my glasses. And then I can’t see them anymore.
Because my eyes are blurry.

So, I just focus on myself.”

-Nurul Faizah-
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ABSTRACT

Faizah, Nurul. 2024. Theme and Social Condition Portrayed in Disney’s The
Little Mermaid 1989 and The Little Mermaid 2023: A Comparative
Literature Study. Undergraduate Thesis. Department of English
Literature, Faculty of Business Languages and Education, Pesantren
Tinggi Darul ‘Ulum Jombang University. Supervisor I: Mrs. Endang
Suciati S.S. M.A. Supervisor II: Mrs. Maisarah S.S M.Si.

The study focused on analyzing the themes and social conditions portrayed in the
1989 and 2023 versions of Disney’s *The Little Mermaid*. The aims of the study
were: (1) to identify the similarities and differences in the themes of the two film
versions, particularly Ariel's struggle to become part of the human world, and (2)
to examine the differences in the social conditions depicted in the films. The
method used in the analysis was a comparative literature approach utilizing
Abrams & Harpham's theory of intrinsic elements, focusing on themes and social
settings. The data were in the form of scenes and scripts from both film versions.
The study found that while the core theme of Ariel's struggle remained consistent,
the 2023 adaptation introduced significant changes in social conditions to reflect
contemporary values of diversity, inclusiveness, shared responsibility, and
community celebration. These changes enhanced the relevance and appeal of the
story to modern audiences, demonstrating the power of adaptation in reshaping
narratives to fit evolving cultural contexts.

Keywords: The Little Mermaid (1989, 2023), theme, social condition, intrinsic
element, comparative literature.
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