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Abstract

EFL Students commonly make errors in expressing English Telling Time. This current stfflly revealed frequent error
phenomena of beginner learners in Indonesia: telling time in English. This study revealed the types of errordgighde by
students in grade 7 related to telling time. In addition, it also revealed the factors that caused the error. The approach
of this current study is descriptive qualitative. The data of this current research are phrases/clauses/sentences
containing 'telling time' erroneous constructions collected through a test. The results show that the respondents still
needed help infldbressing time in English. Two problems that arose were related to writing and word order. The first
problem arose due to the respondents’ limited knowledge of the target language, while the second problem was caused
by the interference of the first languf® (Indonesian). This confirms that errors in English are very likely to occur,
especially when there are differences between the source language system and the target language.
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1 Introduction

Many researchers are interested in examining errors made by EFL learners (Heydari & Bagheri, 2012). Many research
areas are related to error analysis, for example, pronoun-related errors and silent letters (Fanani & Fitriana, 2014), and
others. This study revealed one of the most frequent error phenomena of beginner learners in Indonesia, namely telling
time in English.

EFL students commonly make errors in expressing English Telling Time. One of the main problems is that they are
commonly confused about the correct order of time expression in English. For example, when they come to express the
time of 8.20, they would say eight past twenty instead of twenty past eight.

This phenomenon also happened in the 7th grade of SMP Budi Utomo Jombang. In general, most students still had
difficulty telling time in English (interview on November 1, 2019). The teacher further said that various errors in telling
time occurred. Such errors repeatedly occurred even though they had been taught to tell the time in English and do the
exercises provided in their worksheets (LKS) or books.

This study revealed the types of errors made by students in grade 7 related to telling time. In addition, it also revealed
the factors that caused the errors. By identifying the types of error and its causal factors, it is expected that teachers get
a better picture of the errors often made by students when expressing time in English, so that they can anticipate and
formulate better teaching methods.
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2 Literature review

2.1 Telling time in English
In English, to tell the time two common ways can be used.
2.1.1  Saying the hour first and then the minutes (Hour + Minutes)

e 5:20-It's five twenty

e 9:10-It'snineten

o 9:45- It'saine forty five

2

él.z 2) Saying the minutes first and then the hour (Minutes + PAST / TO + Hour). It is the commonly taugt rule in school.

For minutes 1-30 we use PAST after the minutes.
For minutes 31-59 we use TO after the minutes.
e 3:55-1t's five to four

e 10:20- It's twenty past ten

When it is 15 minutes past the hour we can say: (a) quarter past

e  2:15-1It's (a) quarter past two

When it is 15 minutes before the hour we can say: a quarter to

e  0:45-1It's (a) quarter to ten

When it is 30 minutes past the hour we normally say: half past

e 1:30 -It's half past one

2.2 O'cdock

The word o'clock is used when there are “no” minutes.

e 5:00-1It's five o'clock
e 12:00-It's twelve o'clock

Z.SEAM vs. PM

We use a.m. (am) for the morning and p.m. (pm) for the afternoon and night.

e 6am =six o'clock in the morning.
e 4 pm = four o'clock in the afternoon.

2.4  Error Analysis

Many scholars have been interestdfldn Error Analysis (EA). Many definitions of Error Analysis (EA) can be found.
According to Dulay et al. (1982), EA is the method to analyze EFL and ESL learners’ errors when learning a language. By
EA, the strategies learners use to learn a language can be identified so that teachers can see the difficulties that their
students encounter when learning the target language, which improves their teaching.

James (1998) gives a different definition of EA. He explains that EA analyzes learners’ errors by comparing what they
have learned with what they lack. EA, according to Mungungu (2010), has two purposes: (1) theoretical purpose, which
is concerned with what and how learners learn a language, and (2) practical purpose, which is concerned with how to
help learners learn a language by making use of the knowledge they have already had.

Mungungu (2010) asserts that Error Analysis (EA) is usef@He also proposes the five-stage process of Error Analysis
(EA), which consists of (1) the collection of errors, (2) the identification of errors, (3) the description of errors, (4) the
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explanation of errors, and (5) the evaluation of errors (Wu & Garza, 2014). According to Heydari and Bagheri (2012),
EA is beneficial for teachers because it lets them prepare accurate and precise teachings suitable for their students.

In other words, it can be concluded that EA is the study of language forms that digress from the standard of the target
language, which occurs during learners’ language learning. The analysis of errors helps reveal the types and sources of
errors which can lead to an accurate way and less time consumption to reduce errors made by learners.

2.5 Classification of Error

Errors found in ESL and EFL learners' writing piecefflle analyzed and categorized into various categories. Dulay et al.
(1982) categorize errors according to their features into six different categories: omission of grammatical morphemes,
double marking of semantic features, use of irregular rules, use of wrong word forms, alternating use of two or more
forms, and misordering.

According to James (1998), there are five categories of errors: (1) grammatical errors (adjectives, adverbs, articles,
nouns, possession, pronouns, prepositions, and verbs), (2) substance errors (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling),
(3) lexical errors (word formation and word selection), (4) syntactic errors (coordination/subordination, sentence
structure, and ordering), and (5) semantic errors (ambiguous communication and miscommunication).

Because this present study focused on the errors in expressing English time expressions, the analysis of errors used
what Dulay et al. propose, the errors were analyzed based on six categories of errors.

2.6 Sources of Error

The first step in Error Analysis (EA) requires determining elements in a sample of language learners that deviate from
the Target Language in several ways. For this purpose, a distinction must be made between errors and mistakes.
According to James (1998), errors occur "only when there is no intention to do so." Errors are systematic and consistent
deviations from the |§hing characteristics produced by students' linguistic systems at the given learning stage. On the
other hand, errors are deviations due to performance factors such as limited memory, fatigue, and emotional
tension (Fauziati, 2015). They usually need to be more organized and can be easily corrected by students when their
attention is focused on the lesson.

According to Richards (1985), there are three causes of errors. They are:

e [nterference errors: repeatedly made by users of the mother tongue when speaking/writing in another
language.

e [ntralingual errors: errors that reflect a pattern's general characteristics, such as false generalizations, and are
mostly influenced by existing rules.

e Developmental errors: students make errors building hypotheses with limited knowledge.

Richards (1985) divides Intralingual errors into four categories:
12

e  Errors of excessive generalization: students make circular structures based on ger structures in the target
language (for example, "He can sing" where English allows "He can sing" and "He sings").

e [gnorance of restrictive rules: students adjust rules to contexts that cannot be applied (for example, he makes
me rest "through an expanded pattern” He asks/wants me to leav&fl

e Application of incomplete rules: students fail to take advantage of fully developed structures (e.g., "Do you like
singing?" From "Do you like singing?")

e  Wrong hypothesis: most students do not understand differences in the target language (for example, the use of
"is" as a marker of the past in "One day it happens").

Later on, Richards (1985) classify the causes of errors into two categories. They are

e Interlingual errors: these errors are caused by mother tongue interference.

e Intralingual and developmental errors: errors of this kind often occur when the process of learning a second
language is at a stage when students have not gained knowledge. In addition, errors are also caused by
difficulties or language problems.
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3 Research method

The approach of this current study is descriptive qualitative. This approach aims to gain an understanding of and
describe complex realities. Research with a qualitative approach is a research procedure that produces descriptive data
in the form of written or oral words based on peodf} or behaviors observed (Nasution, 2003: 3). This current study is
descriptive because it describes some phenomena relaf@ll to the problems experienced by the students in telling time
in English. The description, more specifically, concerns the types of errors made by the students in constructing telling
time expressions and the causes of the errors.

The respondents were students in grade 7 in SMP Budi Utomo Jombang. Among the students, 37 (one class) respondents
were chosen purposively because they were at the beginner level. The selection of the students as the respondents was
at the teacher's suggestion.

data of this current research are phrases /clauses/ sentences containing 'Telling time' erroneous constructions.
The data were collected from the students’ answers on the test and the interview results with the respondents. This
kind of data was gained through an interview with the respondents making errors concerning why they make errors.

The first data were collected through the following steps:

e (Constructing a "telling time" test in English. The test consists of 16 questions. The contents of this test are about
telling time,

e Validating the test to the experts. The expert chose to validate the test and checked the contents before giving
it to the respondent,

e Managing tests for respondents. After the test was validated, the test was given to the respondent. They were
given 1x45 minutes to solve all the questions,

e (Collecting test results,

e Checking the student answers, and

e ldentifying the construction of phrases/clauses/sentences containing errors when telling stories.

The second data were collected through the following steps:

e Developing the concept of an interview,

e Validating the draft of the interview,

e (Conducting the interviews with students who make errors,
e Transcribing the students' responses.

4  Results
23

This research focuses on students' errors in telling time in English. A qualitative approach was applied to see tHeflatural
conditions of a phenomenon. The following are the findings regarding errors made by students. In general, there are
five types of errors: errors in using "hours,” errors in using "the past,” errors in using "to,” and errors in using AM / PM.

4.1 Types of errors

1 Errors in using “o’clock.”
Based on the results of the test completed by the respondents, it is found that there are three kinds of errors made by
the respondents. First, they missed the apostrophe. Second, they missed 'o’. Third, they substituted ‘o’ with ‘a’.

The first error, missing the apostrophe ('), was made by three respondents (i.e, st. 2, st. 4, and st. 5). For example, st. 2
wrote ‘eleven o clock’ instead of “eleven o’clock”. St. 4 wrote ‘It is two o clock’ instead of “it is two o'clock”, and st. 5
wrote ‘seven o, clock, instead of “seven o'clock”.

The second error in writing “o’clock” is substituting “0” with “a.” For example, st. 1 wrote “three a’ clock”, instead of
“three o'clock”.

The third error in writing “o’clock” is missing “c” in the word o'clock. Students 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 made an error in writing
o'clock. They all missed the second “c” in the word “clock.” They wrote o'clok instead of o'clock”.
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.2 Errors relating to the use of "Past.’

Based on the results of the test completed by the respondents, it is found that there are three kinds of errors made by
the respondents.

The first error is the reversed order of hour and minute. Naturally, in English, the minute precedes the hour. However,
the students reversed the pattern. They put the hour first before the minute. For example, student 1 wrote “it is five past
twenty” to refer to the time of 5:20, which the correct order should be” it is twenty past five.” Student 2 wrote: “it is half
past six,” substituting “it is six past half.”

The second error is missing “t" in writing ‘past.’ Some students made an error when they had to write the word “past.”
Commonly, they missed the letter “t.” For example, students 1, 2, and 3 wrote “pas” instead of “past.”

The third error in writing ‘past’is using double 's’; some students made an error when they had to write the word “past.”
Commonly, they wrote double, ‘S". Student 1 wrote: “It is eight pass ten,” rather than “it is eight past ten,” Student 2
wrote: “itis thirty pass twelve,” rather than "itis thirty pasttwelve.” Student 3 wrote: “itis thirty pass two,” rather than,
“it is forty-five past two.”

.3 Errors relating to the use of ‘to’

Based on the results of the test completed by the respondent, it is known that there is one type of error made by the
respondent, that is, the respondent in reverse mentions hours and minutes.

The erroris the reversed order of hours and minutes. Some students made an error when writing the hours and minutes.
Commonly, they reversed; they should write the minute first than the hour. For example, students 1, 2, and 3 wrote, “it
is ten to two o'clock” rather than “it is two to ten o’clock.”

4.14  Errors relating to the use of ‘a.m. / p.m.

Based on the results of tests completed by the respondent, it is known that there are two types of errors made by the
respondents. The first is using a.m. to mention afternoon or evening (12 to 24).

Some students made an error when they had to write afternoon or evening time. Commonly, they seem confused about
whether to use a.m. or p.m. In this case, to refer to afternoon or evening time, they wrote a.m. instead of p.m. Students
1,2, and 3 wrote, "It is 09 a.m.

The second error is using p.m. to mention morning (24 to 12). Some students made an error when they had to write
morning time. Commonly, they seem confused about whether to use a.m. or p.m. In this case, to refer to afternoon or
evening time, they wrote p.m. instead of a.m. Students 1, 2, and 3 wrote, “Itis 11:00 p.m.” to refer to 11 in the morning.

4.2  Causes of error

4.2.1 Causes of errors in using "Past."

In this case, there are three kinds of errors. The first is the reversal of the order. In this case, the respondents wrote the
order of an hour and a minute reversely. For example, they wrote 'two past forty-five' instead of 'forty-five past two' to
refer to the time of 2:45. Based on the interview with those who made errors, the error mainly occurred because the
respondents used the Bahasa Indonesia system to write the time. In Bahasa Indonesia, the expression hour precedes
the minutes (dua lebih empat puluh lima).

The second error is an error in writing past. In this case, the students wrote "pas" without't' instead of "past." Based on
the interview with the students who made such errors, they commonly did it because they did not understand how to
write correctly. As a result, the students wrote "nine pas ten" to refer to 10:09.

The same as the second, the third error is an error in writing' past." However, in this case, the students wrote 'pass’
instead of 'past. Based on the interview, as in the second error, it happened because they still did not understand how
to write the word correctly. As a result, the students wrote "twenty pass five" to refer to the time of 5:20.

In this case, there is one kind of error, which is reversing the order of hours and minutes. In this case, the respondent

writes in reverse. For example, for expressing 2:50, they write "three to ten" instead of "ten to three." Based on the
interview with the student who made errors, the error mainly occurred because he followed the grammar of Bahasa
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Indonesia in constructing the expression. In Bahasa Indonesia the time is commonly expressed “jam tiga kurang
sepuluh”.

4.22  Cause of errors in using "am/pm."

From the results of the interview, the error made by students regarding the expression of "am/pm" commonly relates
to the use of "am" to refer to afternoon/evening time (12:00 to 24:00) or the use of "pm" to refer to morning time (24:00
to 12:00).

Generally, the difficulties encountered are due to their lack of knowledge regarding the rules for using these two
expressions.

5 Discussion

From the results above, several things can be discussed. First, errors related to writing, and second, errors related to
word order. In general, errors related to writing are caused by students' lack of knowledge about hours. In contrast,
errors related to word orders are caused by students who still regard Indonesian hours, mentioning the first hour and
minute.

Errors related to writing certain words are common in learning a foreign language and are generally made by students
at the beginner level, as revealed by Sermsook, Liamnimitr & Pochakorn (2017). Many students have difficulty writing
certain words in English, which is normal for those just learning English (Hengwichitkul, 2006; Phuket & Othman, 2015).
Even people in English-speaking countries e difficulty writing in good English (Sermsook, et al, 2017). As a result, it
is a challenging task for EFL students, and it is inevitable to find errors made by this group of students because they
need more opportunities to write in English. The following is written by EFL students describing the difficulties they
face.

The results of this study indicate that time-related words such as "past” and "o'clock" are the most commonly miswritten
by students. For the word 'past,’ they have difficulty distinguishing from other words in English that have the same
sound, namely "pass." As a result, they sometimes write "pass” instead of "past." This is due to their limited English
knowledge (Brown, 2000). Alternatively, students will write with the word "fit" according to the sound produced.

Another error related to the time expressions refers to the use of AM / PM. Students often made errors by reversing the
two expressions (e.g, writing morning time with PM and writing night time with AM). Again, based on interviews with
students, this error is mainly related to their limited understanding. This is in line with what was said by Brown (2000),
that limited knowledge contributes to the errors made by L2 students.

As for "to," students mostly made errors in writing or reversed the placement. For example, in writing 2:50 (ten to two),
the students erroneously wrote in reverse into two to ten. In error analysis, this problem generally occurs due to the L1
language interference factor (Rfflard, 1985). They used the first structure of LI (Bahasa Indonesia) to arrange the
second language (English). This is in line with the results of research by Suwito (1985) and Fanani and Fitriana (2014),
revealing that L1 grammar potefffiklly affected the construction of L2 structure by beginner students. In other words, it
can be said that L2 and L1 are in a state of mutual contact. In every language contact, a process of mutual influence
occurs between one language and another language. As a result, interference will arise, both verbally and in writing
(Brown, 2000).

Therefore, in teaching L2 writing, the teacher must anticipate errors that might occur. In the case of writing time in
English, errors that are very likely to occur that need to be anticipated are in writing past and o'clock as well as errors
in the use of AM / PM, which are errors due to poor understanding of English. In addition, one of the anticipations that
must be done is that it is possible to have an error in the position of hours and minutes due to Indonesian language
interference.

Writing in English was considered the most challenging skill among the four English skills (Hengwichitkul, 2006). Even
native spfJkers fail to write good writing (Sermsook et al,, 2017). Consequently, this is a challenging task for EFL
students. Itis inevitable to find errors made by this group of students because they need more opportunities to write in
English. The following sentence written by EFL students describes the difficulties they face.
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6 Conclusion

Based on the results and discussion, it can be concluded that the respondents (the seven grade students) still needed
help i fl&pressing time in English. Two problems that arose were related to writing and word order. The first problem
arose due to the limited knowledge of the target language of the respondents, while the second problem was caused by
the interference of the first language (Indonf®%n). This confirms that errors in English are very likely to occur,
especially when there are differences between the source language system and the target language.

Based on the results of the study above, the teacher should:

e Pay attention to the errors that will occur when students make compelling Telling time expressions in English.
The errors that need to be anticipated are errors in writing, o'clock, Past, To, am / pm. Therefore, the teacher
must give much practice and learn for students so that students increasingly understand and understand in
writing Telling time into English.

e Provide a deeper understanding of the difference between the Indonesian grammar system and English
grammar, especially in time expression. This is very important because this problem can make students make
errors, especially in word order.

Compliance with ethical standards

Ackno [gments

Thanks to the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of Pesantren Tinggi Darul Ulum, Jombang for
supporting and funding this research.
Disclosure of conflict of interest

The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest within this research.

Statement of informed consent

Informed consent was obtained from all individual participants included in the study.

References

[1]  Brown,H.D.(2000). Teaching by Principles: Interactive language teaching methodology. New York: Prentice Hall
Regents.

[2]  Dulay, H, Burt M. & Krashern, S. (1982). Language two. New York: Oxford University.

[3]  Fanani, A.& Fitriana, I. (2014). Identification of Common Silent Letters Pronunciation Errors by Unipdu Semester
11 Students (a Basis for Compilation of English Pronunciation Teaching Materials). Educate, 3(1).

[4]  Fauziati, Endang. (2015). English as a foreign language: principle and practice. Surakarta: PT. Era Pustaka Utama

[S]  Hengwichitkul, L. (2006). An analysis of errors in English abstracts translated by Thai university graduate
students Srinakharinwirot University, Bangkok, Thailand. Master's thesis.

[6] Heydari, P & Bagheri, M. S. (2012). Error Analysis: Sources of L2 Learners’ Errors. Theory and Practice in
Language Studies, 2(8). http://dx.doi.org/10.4304 /tpls.2.8.1583-1589

[7]  James, C. (1998) Errors in Language Learning and Use. Exploring Error Analysis. Longman, Essex.

[B] Mungunguy, S, S. (2010). Error analysis: investigating the writing of ESL Namibian learners. Dissertation. URI:
http://hdl.handle.net/10500/4893

[9]  Nasution (2003). Qualitative Naturalistic Research Methods. Bandung: Tarsito

[10] Phuket, P.R.N. & Othman, N. B. (2015). Understanding EFL Students' Errors in Writing. Journal of Education and
Practice. 6(32).

[11] Richards,]. C. (1985). The context of language teaching. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

423




World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2023,17(01),417-424

[12] Sermsook, K, Liamnimitr, ]. & Pochakorn, R. (2017). An Analysis of Errors in Written English Sentences: A Case
Study of Thai EFL Students. English Language Teaching. http:// doi.org/10. 101. 10.5539/elt.v10n3p101.

[13] Suwito (1985). Teaching Indonesian Sentence Structure for Foreign Speakers. Jakarta, universitas Indonesia

[14] Wu, H,, & Garza, E.V. (2014). Types and Attributes of English Writing Errors in the EFL Context—A Study of Error
Analysis. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 5,1256-1262. http:// doi.org/10.4304/jltr.5.6.1256-1262

424




Artikel Fanani Maisarah, Telling Time

ORIGINALITY REPORT

19, 18, 8. "

SIMILARITY INDEX INTERNET SOURCES PUBLICATIONS STUDENT PAPERS

PRIMARY SOURCES

Amirreza Gholami. "Alzheimer's disease: The 2
L : . %
role of proteins in formation, mechanisms,
and new therapeutic approaches”,
Neuroscience Letters, 2023

Publication
repository.iainpalopo.ac.id 1
Internet Source %
service-finder.eu 1
Internet Source %
doaj.org 1
Internet Source %
zealjournals.com 1
Internet Source %
H woulibrary.wou.edu.my 1
Internet Source %
jurnal.syntaxtransformation.co.id 1
Internet Source %
E jjels.com 1
Internet Source %




researchmgt.monash.edu

Internet Source

(2

—_
o

bircu-journal.com

Internet Source

(K

—
—

ipindexing.com

Internet Source

(K

idoc.tips
InternetSoErce 1%
peda.net 1
Internet Source %
inpdf.com
pINp 1%

—
IS

Internet Source

—_
Ul

Celik, Alper, Surendra Ugale, Hasan Ofluoglu,
Muharrem Asci, Bahri Onur Celik, Erol Vural,
and Mustafa Aydin. "Technical feasibility and
safety profile of laparoscopic diverted sleeve
gastrectomy with ileal transposition (DSIT)",
Obesity Surgery, 2014,

Publication

(K

—
(@)

dspace.daffodilvarsity.edu.bd:8080

Internet Source

(K

—_
~N

ejournal.upi.edu

Internet Source

(K

—_
(00)

noexperiencenecessarybook.com

Internet Source

<1%




repository.uin-malang.ac.id

InteE]etSourc';y J <1 06
eprints.soas.ac.uk

IntErnetSource <1 %
lisc.info

IgnternetSource <1 %

Sijono Sijono, Ilinawati Ilinawati. "ERRORS <1 o
AND MISTAKES FOUND IN NON- ENGLISH °
STUDY PROGRAM STUDENTS WRITING
PRODUCTS", Journal of English Educational
Study (JEES), 2020
Publication
journal.formosapublisher.or

{nternetSource p g <1 %
www.mnnfpublisher.com

Internet Source p <1 %
digilibadmin.unismuh.ac.id

IntegnetSource <1 %
123dok.com

Internet Source <1 %
repository.umy.ac.id

Interr)netSourcI;y y <1 %
jurnal.penerbitdaarulhuda.my.id

{nternetSoFu)rce y <1 %




Prathomwat Suraprajit. "An Analysis of Errors
in English Essays Written by Thai Non-English
Major Students", Theory and Practice in
Language Studies, 2021

Publication

<1%

W
B

repository.edulll.gr

Internet Source

<1%

B
—

Heydari, Pooneh, and Mohammad S. Bagheri.

"Error Analysis: Sources of L2 Learners’
Errors", Theory and Practice in Language
Studies, 2012.

Publication

<1%

Exclude quotes On Exclude matches Off

Exclude bibliography On



